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Salvage

BY  KAY  RYA N

Source: Poetry (Poetry)

The wreck 

is a fact. 

The worst 

has happened. 

The salvage trucks 

back in and 

the salvage men 

begin to sort 

and stack, 

whistling as 

they work. 

Thanks be 

to god—again— 

for extractable elements 

which are not 

carriers of pain, 

for this periodic 

table at which 

the self-taught 

salvagers disassemble 

the unthinkable 

to the unthought.

CONTACT US

NEWSLETTERS

PRESS

PRIVACY POLICY

POLICIES

TERMS OF USE

POETRY MOBILE APP

61 West Superior Street,

Chicago, IL 60654

Hours:

Monday-Friday 11am - 4pm

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/kay-ryan
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/contact
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/newsletter
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/press
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/privacy
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/policies
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/terms-of-service
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/mobile

